
PATROLLER MIGRATION REPORT 2026 

Dear Team, 

What a team!  A big pat on the back and a huge thankyou from me.  The season has been 

disappointing for all given the 2025 migration results.  It has been unfortunate that we had to 

endure long hours patrolling the surrounding rounds for Darby Green Pond; The Moat at Wistaria 

Lane; Yateley Green and Chandlers pond (Darby Green Road; Wistaria Lane; Firgrove Road; The Link; 

Broom Close; Chandlers Lane; Vicarage Lane). 

This year the roads around Horseshoe Lake and the sad excuse for a pond at Moulsham Lane were 

not monitored due to not having any spare patroller capacity to cover (Ives Close/Moulsham 

Lane/River Road; Frys Lane; Darby Green Lane; Lower Sandhurst Road/Mill Lane/Church Road 

Intersection; Moulsham Lane/Ives Close/River Road). 

 

Due to the unseasonable weather pattern this year, the migration started at the end of January 

which was 2/3 weeks earlier than last year and 2024.  The nights have not helped as it has been 

colder, although this did not seem to put the newts off from moving but the barmy weather seems 

to have caused amphibians to move in an erratic manner and also, what seemed to be over a longer 

period of time rather than on mass in a few short bursts like last year.   

When the weather looked favourable, patrollers went out from around 18:00 to 21:00 pm.  Some 

evenings were drive by’s when the temperature was around 5-6 deg lower temperatures but the 

team went out when the temperature was above 8 deg most nights.  Some patrols were abandoned 

where nothing was seen after an hour. 

We found the newts started moving intermittently at first.  It has to be assumed that they are 

happier moving at lower temperatures (8 deg) with some rain than frogs and toads.   

But from the 6th Feb, over dry roads with the temperature reaching 10.5 degrees, the frogs and 

toads started to mobilise inconsistently. This continued around this temp with somewhat better 

results when it had been or was raining.  This behaviour carried on throughout the whole period 

which lasted 7 weeks this year.  It was highly perplexing to found only a few moving back out of the 

ponds during any patroller timeframe. 

After around 12 days, on the 18th Feb at Darby Green pond, around 6 clumps of frog spawn had 

appeared by morning after an overnight temperature of 4 degrees.  During the previous night’s 

patrol, male frogs and toads were seen in a number of ponds waiting for a female.  Some of the 

spawn looked like it had failed.  There maybe a couple of reasons for this. One, the spawn eggs were 

unfertilised which would suggest a lack of male availability and two, frost damage.  These clumps will 

appear white in colour giving it a cotton wool like appearance but it could be that this might be 

attributed also to shallow depth. 

Darby Green pond was monitored over the next few days with more frog spawn appearing each 

time.   The Moat at Wistaria Lane also produced fairly large clumps of frog spawn in one particular 

area.  We could not see how much toad spawn there was as its extremely difficult to spot wrapped 

around reeds.  Given the number of toads helped, the team has to assume a good lot was deposited 

at The Moat and Chandlers ponds. 

After the 6th Feburary, the team found some frogs and toads heading away from the ponds whilst 

others were in fact, still going in.  Frog spawn continued to be dumped at Darby Green and The Moat 



whilst 2 new spawning areas were detected at Darby Green pond on the edge of the freshly grown 

previous summer’s grasses.  In total there were around 130 clumps in Darby Green pond.  Whilst this 

was down on last year, it is still a really positive result.  The water quality was really great too.   

2026 saw a bumper lot of newts.  For the first time, we found that smooth newts were present at 

Darby Green pond and duly found their crossing point. 

Results (over 7 week patroller period) 

Road Frogs  
Helped 

Frogs  
Died 

Toads  
Helped 

Toads  
Died 

Newt 
Helped 

Newt 
Died 

Darby 
Green 
Road 

32 9 4 0 14 2 

Wistaria 
Lane 

8 0 34 1 17 1 

Firgrove 
Road/The 
Link 

13 5 6 2 0 0 

Chandlers 
Area 

8  34 1 38 9 

Lower 
SR/ML 

0 0 4 6 0 0 

 

Results from 2025 (over a 6 week period) 

Road Frogs 
Helped 

Frogs 
Died 

Toads 
Helped 

Toads 
Died 

Newts 
Helped 

Newts 
Died 

Darby Green 
Road 

64+ 3 
pairs 

34 1 0 0 0 

Wistaria Lane 49+ 1 
pair 

1 64+ 1 
pairs 

4 0 0 

Firgrove 9 4+ 
2pairs 

6 3 0 0 

The Link 20+ 2 
pairs 

13 18+ 1 pair 28 0 0 

Chandlers Area 7 4 4 3 24  1 

Ives Close/ 
Moulsham 
Lane 

1 4 6 1 0 0 

Lower SR/ML 3 0 113 98 0 0 

Moulsham 
Lane/River 
Road 

0 0 6  0 0 0 

 

 

Last year, male frogs and toads outnumbered females by quite a lot (normal ratio of 10:1) and a 

massive amphibian party took place but this year there the team found no evidence that this was 

going to be repeated.    



Whilst we had fewer fatalities this year, we had fewer amphibians.  These fatalities occurred on 

these 1st few nights going to their breeding ponds.   

Around 90% of the tadpoles will not make it to adulthood.  Its natural evolution that they will be 

eaten by numerous predators that hang around the pond.  They are an important food source for 

wildlife as we saw by a couple of female frogs having puncture marks from the resident heron.  The 

more we can help them the better chance more make it to adulthood where we can increase the 

future population.  This will not happen overnight.  I do hope you will stay and help them. 

Hopefully 2027 we can build on what we have achieved over the past couple of years where we can 

increase the number of amphibians in and out of the ponds whilst reducing the fatalities. 

 

So what did we achieve in 2026? 

a) The Yateley Society team prepared and executed a large scale recruitment and social media 

campaign aimed at the local communities to increase amphibian awareness, recruit and 

engage with third parties. 

b) We recruited 13 new patrollers.   

c) Investigate, plan and design mobile patroller signage at each crossing while the team are 

out.  We achieved better visibility and enthusiasm from speeding motorists although there 

were still some scary moments, with Di nearly getting taken out by a bus at Darby Green. 

d) We reduced the risks of lone patrolling.  More volunteers patrolling a pond achieved better 

results in a session plus it was safer in numbers. 

e) We created 2 dedicated WhatsApp patroller group for live patrolling and general 

communications.  

f) We rotated all the patrollers around the ponds and who can now patrol any. 

g) We have a better understanding of the crossings for each pond. 

h) As far as possible dedicated time slots were used for patroller pairs or buddy patrollers at 

each pond so there was no wasted resource overlap.   

i) Work was carried out by Hampshire Highways to install 4 static toad signs for Chandlers 

Lane/Vicarage Lane thus completing all signage for the area.  Signs were moved to a better 

position also. 

j) We are engaging with HIWARG and Froglife in order to record crossings so that we might be 

able to get volunteers from outside the local area. 

k) We did a house to house leaflet drop for the main ponds. 

l) We made extensive use of the Yateley Society online patroller report database. 

So what do we want to achieve for 2027? 

a) To continue campaigning for more patrollers, better engagement and visibility with the 

public. 

b) To create and provide more informative and detailed patroller pack for new volunteers.  

c) To aim for low attrition rates at all ponds. 

d) To engage with Bracknell Forest with patrolling help at Lower Sandhurst Road. 

e) Review crossing maps for each pond. 

f) To continue to review nightly time slots for patroller pairs or single patrollers at each pond  

g) To consider the feasibility of including additional ponds and crossing points (Moulsham Lane, 

River Road, Frys lane, Cricket Hill Lane, Hall Lane, Moulsham Meadows). 

h) To continue to engage with HIWARG and FrogLife 



i) To be included in the ARG UK Travelling Toads project. 

j) To engage with Yateley Town council to install a couple of extra wooden bridges across the 

drainage ditch at Darby Green Pond. 

k) To push for at least one 1 metre length dropped kerb adjacent to the wooden bridge at 

Darby Green Pond.   

l) To improve the functionality of the Yateley Society online patroller reporting database. 

 

I would like to leave you with this shocking result.  For all our efforts, 50% of our amphibians were 

roadkill.  If we can attract more volunteer patrollers, I believe we could significantly reduce that 

number.  It would be impossible to save them all.  I sincerely hope 2026 will have a better outcome 

than 2025 

 

 


