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Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore 
        Welcome to our newsletter   

     We were pleased to welcome lots of visitors to our May Fayre stall coming to 
    chat and look at our latest display, which included some of the research findings from 
   our Vicarage Road history project.   There was also a lot of interest in our ongoing biodiversity 
  work -  we recruited some new members too, so special welcome to them.  

Members and Friends will recall from the presentation on the Yateley, Frogmore and Darby Green Neighbourhood 
Plan given by Rayner Mayer at the April meeting how much work has gone into creating and publicising this over 
several years, with input from members of the Society.  It now needs to be ratified and implemented by the whole 
community which is where all members and friends have a part to play by voting in the Referendum on 30th June.  
You should have received your polling card, which looks just like those issued for the recent local government 
elections, informing you of your polling station and the times. The Neighbourhood Plan will play a significant role 
in shaping the future of our town so please be involved by voting.  More on the back page. 

Our most recent public appearance was at the St Barnabas Church Jubilee Fair on 4th June.  Lots of people came 
along on a warm and sunny afternoon and whilst enjoying the activities on the field they came inside (the 
Frogmore Hall) to get their cream teas and look at our display which included a history of St Barnabas and 
previous 'churches' in Darby Green and some memories of Coronation Day in 1953. Some local residents sat 
down to add their memories.  Ann Marie Langford went home to fetch the framed photographic collage of the 
Queen and royal family that she had made for the Diamond Jubilee in 2012 and kindly she lent it to us for the 

afternoon. It was much admired, so thank you Ann Marie.   

Roger Coombes 
Chairman 

 
Berkshire Birds of Prey 

In the beautiful setting of Yateley Cricket Club in May, we were treated to a 
display given by Berkshire Birds of Prey that had been carried over from 
last year. Places were limited and it had to be pre-booked and all the 
places were taken. To a soundtrack of "Wow!"s and "Ahh!"s and other 
audible murmurs of appreciation it was enjoyed by everyone and we have 
received requests for it to be repeated. 

Moor Green Lakes 

In June,  members were invited to a guided walk and 
talk at the Moor Green Lakes Nature Reserve.  The 
volunteers who help manage the lakes deserve our 
huge thanks for the work that they do improving the 
reserve for wildlife, recording and monitoring 
wildlife, enhancing the facilities for education and 
enjoying our precious resources. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  (Open to non-members too) 

Thursday 7 July 2022 7.30pm Monteagle Hall 
Basingstoke Canal update by Roger Cansdale 

Sunday 10 July 2022  
Afternoon tea on the Basingstoke Canal—book on 
the website 

Wednesday 27 July 2022 10am—1pm  
Display, Family activities and Nature Trail at 
Wyndhams Pool 

Sunday 18 September 2022 10.30—12noon 
Brunch and chat about plans at Bistro19 

24 September—2 October 2022 
Big Green Week—watch this space! 

Details of events are on the website 
www.yateleysociety.org.uk 

Our Events 

http://www.yateleysociety.org.uk/


 

 

 

GREEN ACTION   greenaction@yateleysociety.org.uk

Wildflower Seed Bombs 

Brilliant gift! 

UK native wildflower seed bombs with up to 
100 seeds per bomb, encased in clay, with 

peat-free compost.  12 bombs per pack 

£4 each pack or 3 for £10 

Get yours at www.yateleysociety.org.uk 

All proceeds go to more biodiversity projects! 

When ‘favourable’ means ‘outstanding’! 

Who doesn’t love a pleasant wander around Castle Bottom?  
Spotting the ponies is a fun pastime for all!  A small site of around 
30ha in the Northeast of Hampshire near Yateley and Eversley, 
Castle Bottom is a mixture of heathland, mire and woodland and is 
home to some of the country's rarest wildlife.  

Behind the beautiful scenery lies an ecological struggle that has 
been going on for decades, but now the North Sites team are 
pleased to announce that Castle Bottom National Nature Reserve 
has reached 'Favourable' status in its Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) assessment by government regulator, Natural 
England. Despite this sounding a bit underwhelming this is the 
equivalent of an 'Outstanding' grade by Ofsted and is awarded when 

wildlife habitats are in excellent condition. A major landmark, it marks the culmination of 32 years of work by 
successive generations of the North Sites Team and volunteers since the reserve's inception in 1990.   

The Yateley Society would like to congratulate the North Sites team and volunteers! 

Yateley Common Sunday Conservation 
Volunteers  

Co-hosts  North Sites HCC and Yateley Society 
invite you to join the Sunday Conservation 
Volunteers to help carry out tasks on Yateley 
Common and help to conserve and maintain 
the open Heathland habitat.  

The group meet 10am -1pm on the 4th Sunday 
of every month. Locations vary so please email 
northern.sites@hants.gov.uk for more 
information about the next meet. 

Hart Eco Action Team involvement 

Members continue to be heavily involved with moving forward the biodiversity of the area.  The Society had a 
presence at the inaugural Hart Eco Action Team meeting in May, hosted by Fleet Councillor Mark Butcher and 
Keep Hart Clean’s Kate Cottrell—two of the most passionate people (ecologically speaking) you could wish to 
bring the communities together.  So many local people, councillors, businesses and volunteers from different 
backgrounds with common interests and a simple wish to do what they can to improve our lot!  We look forward 
to becoming more involved as the group develops. 

Yateley Climate Action Network 

YCAN, including members of the Society, will have 
representation at the Hampshire Parish Pollinator Pledge 
Networking Event on 2nd July.  We’re promised 
discussions around ideas and projects with other 
parishes, potential funding options and access to 
Hampshire Highways about road verge cultivation 
licenses.  How exciting! 

Check out the new YCAN Facebook page 

http://www.yateleysociety.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/YateleyCommonCountryPark/
https://www.facebook.com/yateleysociety/
mailto:northern.sites@hants.gov.uk


 

PLANNING—Keeping You Informed 
 planning@yateleysociety.org.uk 

Gayton House 

Following the refusal by Hart to grant planning permission for 
Lilyford’s proposed scheme to redevelop the Village Garage site on 
Village Way, Lilyford have advised us that they have addressed the 
issues raised in the refusal, and that they have agreed to keep 
Gayton House. We are now awaiting their revised planning 
application.  

Yateley Hall 

You may have noticed that some external works have occurred in the 
grounds surrounding Yateley Hall recently. A retrospective planning / 
listed building application for these works is expected as these works 
affect the setting of the Grade II* Listed Building. We have therefore 
answered correspondence with the Planning team at Hart about the 
issues that they raise. 
In the meantime, an application has been submitted for the installation 
of external EV charging point on the Coach House, which is a Grade II 
Listed Building.  Whilst we fully support the use of electric vehicles, as 
Yateley Hall is one of the oldest buildings in the area, we are mindful that great care needs to be taken to ensure that 
the historic fabric of  any of its buildings is not impacted by the installation of the EV charging points. We are 
therefore currently preparing an appropriate comment to submit. 

Yateley Industries 

Redevelopment of existing factory with a 48no. bed nursing home 
together with a replacement factory. This exceptionally brief  Pre 
Application was submitted to HDC recently for a prominent site in the 
village.  The Yateley Society planning team have submitted a comment 
on it, questioning the application and summarising the local situation. 
The comment is available to view online and to date no decision has 
been announced. 

Love Lane Fields 

Ref: 22/00528/OUT Outline Planning Application for mixed use care related development (Use Class C2) to provide an 80 bed 

residential care home and up to 8 care related dwellings with all matters reserved except for access | Land At Love Lane And 

Firgrove Road Eversley Hook Hampshire click here for planning application documents  

 

 

The developer makes specific  

reference to the fact that the  

application site sits outside the  

area covered by the Yateley,  

Frogmore and Darby Green  

Neighbourhood Plan, meaning  

they don’t have to consider  

additional sustainability policies  

and which demonstrates why  

we need to vote YES on 30 June  

to adopt our Neighbourhood Plan  

https://publicaccess.hart.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=dates&keyVal=R8HIZLHZI3C00&fbclid=IwAR2Qq8Ge_vUm6t6W_4nLcsDAUjiH7gfiQ_9wZ6YCdiz7nfTNUhzSDa2aN_U


 

LOCAL HISTORY 
chairman@yateleysociety.org.uk 

The Yateley Society is a member of Civic Voice which is the national charity for the civic 
movement in England — making places more attractive, enjoyable and distinctive; promoting civic 

The Yateley Society Committee 2022: 

Roger Coombes Chairman and Local HIstory chairman@yateleysociety.org.uk 

Jo Hill Vice Chair and Communications vicechair@yateleysociety.org.uk 

Liz Carpenter  Secretary and Membership Secretary secretary@yateleysociety.org.uk 

Liz Hesketh Treasurer treasurer@yateleysociety.org.uk 

Alison Hewitt Planning and Green Action greenaction@yateleysociety.org.uk 

Di Gardner Research research@yateleysociety.org.uk 

Colin Broadley Archivist archivist@yateleysociety.org.uk 

You should all know that Pen & Sword published our History Group’s book 
“Yateley in the Great War” in 2018.  A well-known book site on the web is selling 
copies of this at $16.65 + $3.99 postage to the UK.  Another site has the same 
book for $24.09 plus $14.80 shipping.  Of course, you do not have to pay this 
much to get yourself a copy as we have some for £10.00 and if you live in Yateley 
we will try to deliver it by hand saving you even more. 

Talking about books, do not be fooled by copies of “The History of Yateley” Vols 1 
and 2 in hardback compiled by Rob Maylin and Alan Cooper from a print run of 
only 100 being offered for $290.58 (although you do get a total of 591 pages for 
your money).    We do not have a copy of this ourselves because it is all about 
trout fishing in the Yateley Lakes.    

Fortunately, there is also “The History of Yateley” by Geoffrey Holt Stilwell M.A., 
which does contain the history of Yateley from Neolithic times through to the 
1970’s and, as far as I know, nothing about trout. 

If you would like a copy of this history (text only) drop the Archivist a line 
(archivist@yateleysociety.org.uk) - Colin Broadley 

The Yateley Society recommends a YES vote…. 

mailto:archivist@yateleysociety.org.uk

